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Name

hales: Inside and Out

These pages show the outside of two whales. Look at the different body
parts and what they are used for. After you take a look at the outside of
the whales, hold the pages up to the light. What do you see?

DORSAL FIN
Scientists often use the
shape of the dorsal

fin to recoghize
individual whales.

FLUKES

Flukes are the
whale’s tail. The
whale pushes itself
through the water by
moving its flukes up
and down. Flukes are
different from fish
tails, which move
from side to side.

BLOWHOLE

Blowholes are like the nostrils
of your nose. They help the
whale breathe, Baleen whales
have two blowholes.

FLIPPERS

The whale uses these paddie-like
fins as a rudder to help it steer as it
moves through the water. Flippers
also help the whale keep its balance.

BALEEN
The whale uses
these comb-like
plates to eat. The
plates strain small
fish and animals
from the sea
water as

the whale

EYE

Most whales have poor eyesight.
They depend much more on
their strong sense of hearing.

THROAT PLEATS

These folds of skin can spread out like a fan to let

the whale take in huge amounts of water and food when
it feeds. Not all baleen whales have throat pleats.
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Killer Whale* (toothed whale)

. . DORSAL FIN
MELON Researchers can recognize
This is a large cavity in the ) individual killer whales by
whale’s head that is filled _ the shape and scars
with cil. Scientists think the  BLOWHOLE on their dorsat fins.
toothed whales use the Toothed whales have
melon in echolocation. only one biowhole.

SADDLE
This is a band of
color on the killer
whale. Because it is
different on each
killer whale, scientists
~ can use it to tell
individuals apart.

TEETH

The whale only uses its teeth fo
catch food, not 19 chew it. Thg FLIPPERS
whale swallows its food whole.

(Pompoises have spade-shaped
teeth and dolphins have cone-

shaped teeth.)

Toothed whales have
five groups of bones
in thelr flippers—like
human hands.

FLUKES /

There are no bones
in the tail fluke.

1. Write two ways the whales are alike.

2. Write two ways the whales are different.

*Killer whales are also called orcas.







