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*«Swim mask *«Snorkel

*Swim fins «Small mesh bag

» Displayed on vessel; must be at least 20 inches by
24 inches with a stiffener to keep the flag unfurled.
Should only be displayed while snorkelers are in the
water; display above the vessel’s highest point.

«Divers-down flag
(required by law)

» Tethered to diver; must be at least 12 inches by 12
inches; mandatory when using a mask and snorkel
from the beach unless it is a marked swimming area.

» You must make reasonable efforts to stay within 300
feet of a divers-down flag on open waters and within
100 feet of a flag within rivers, inlets, or navigation
channels.

«Boat

» Usually required to get to the best scalloping areas. In
shallow water, it is possible to wade for scallops in the
seagrass, or to collect them from a shallow-draft boat
using a dip net or landing net, but these methods are
not very productive. Most scallopers go by boat into
water 4 to 10 feet deep where they anchor, put up
their dive flag, and snorkel over the beds, collecting
the scallops by hand.
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Mix 1/2 stick of melted butter, 2-3 cloves of chopped
garlic, juice from 1 lime or lemon, 1/2 teaspoon of
seasoned salt, and a few shakes (if desired) of your favorite
hot sauce. Remove the top shell from scallop, leaving whole
animal in bottom of shell. Spoon 1/2 tsp. of butter mixture
over scallop, and then broil 4" from heat for 3-4 minutes.

Note: Some people prefer to scrape away the darker meats
and leave just the white scallop muscle.

Scallops make an excellent ingredient for seafood stuffing
using, butter, garlic (optional), seasoned bread crumbs,
lime juice, paprika, and black pepper. Melt a pat of butter
in a saucepan, cook a chopped clove of garlic, and add
scallops to cook briefly. Stir in breadcrumbs until liquid

is absorbed and remove from heat. Lightly season with
paprika and pepper, then remoisten with a small amount
of lime juice until the mixture sticks together. Try it stuffed
into and on top of hog fish or red grouper fillets. Cover with
foil and bake at 325°F for 45 minutes, then remove cover
and broil until lightly browned.
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Photo Credits:
David Moynahan (Cover), Robert Shainline,
Robert’s Photography & Video Services,
UF/IFAS Extension

For more information about scallops, scallop research, and
recreational harvesting of the Florida Bay Scallop, visit

or contact
Savanna Barry
UF/IFAS Extension Florida Sea Grant Agent
Nature Coast Biological Station
552 1st Street PO Box 878

Cedar Key, FL 32625

savanna.barry@ufl.edu
Florida

IFAS Extension

UNIVERSITY of FLORIDA

UF

For information about accommodations
and scallop excursions in the area:

DISCOVER

CRYSTAL=75 RIVER

FLORIDA

Citrus County Visitors & Convention Bureau
915 N. Suncoast Blvd
Crystal River, FL 34429
Office: 352.794.5506
1-800-587-6667

For information about saltwater fishing,
license requirements, open seasons
and limits, contact:
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CITRUS COUNTY

MARINA LOCATOR

MAP INSIDE!




Gulf of
Mexico

Most successful recreational
scalloping in Citrus County
occurs on and around the grass
beds between the Crystal and
Homosassa rivers.

BOAT RAMPANDMARINA

LOCATOR MAP
CITRUS COUNTY AREA

his guide to recreational scalloping includes educational

information about scallops and scalloping. The boat ramp
and marina locator map show local water access points in the
Citrus County area.

This map is not intended for navigational use. Channel
markers may not be where shown. For navigation purposes
use only official nautical charts of the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). The Citrus County area is
featured in NOAA nautical charts 11408 and 11409, which are
normally available for sale at marine and coastal businesses
throughout Florida.
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Cleaning Your Shells

1
*Be courteous of other scallopers and move your boat away Fort Island Trail Boat ramps
from the scalloping areas first, then anchor. It’s no fun ) ) ) ) P
scalloping where others are cleaning their catch. Miss Maggie Drive Marinas
*When done cleaning scallops, do not discard shells in rivers, Halls River Road Channel markers c]
channels, springs, or in the water at boat ramps or marinas.
Shells could fill these areas, incurring costs to remove the Yulee Drive Visible outcrop/structure
shells and causing negative impacts on swimmers, wildlife, &
and navigation. Discard scallop shells out in open Gulf waters, State/county route
or store shells in a bag and discard at home. 5
R
*Want to keep shells to use for crafts or garden cover? Try oads
placing the shells in a net bag and putting them back into the =

water. Small fish and crabs will be happy to clean the shells.

US Highway

] St. Martins Marsh
{ Aquatic Preserve

Boundary (28,000 acres)




