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Office of Sustainable Initiatives 

The Office of Sustainable Initiatives is composed of 

voluntary, non-regulatory programs that safeguard 

Florida’s natural resources while improving the state’s 

quality of life and economic viability. 

The Office of Sustainable Initiatives is primarily 

responsible for: 

• Florida Clean Marina Program 

• Clean Vessel Act Grant Program 

• Florida Green Lodging Program 

3 



Florida Clean Marina Program 

The Clean Marina Program is a voluntary designation program 

for Marinas, Retailers and Boatyards that exhibit a proactive 

approach to environmental stewardship. 
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Clean Marina Program Stats 

Program Totals: 

• Designated Clean Marinas:  260 

• Designated Clean Boatyards:  37  

• Designated Clean Retailers:  17 

To become designated, facilities must implement a set of 

criteria designed to protect Florida’s waterways. Issues 

include: 

• Protection of sensitive habitats 

• Waste management  

• Spill prevention and emergency preparedness 

• Stormwater control 
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Florida Clean Marina Program 

• Completely non-regulatory and voluntary. 

• The Florida Clean Marina Program is a true 

partnership between industry and government. 

• Designed to benefit marine and freshwater bodies of 

water. 

• Ties together facilities, boaters and the environment. 

• It’s about Prevention. 

• It’s about Clean Water. 
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Clean Marina Program Benefits 

• Technical assistance 

• Compliance assistance 

• Grant funding for pumpouts 

• Possible insurance discounts 

• Discount on Submerged Land Leases 

• Attract and Keep Customers 
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Compliance Assistance Topics 

• Air regulations 

• Stormwater regulations 

• Wastewater regulations 

• Hazardous waste regulations 

• Submerged land regulations 

• Fuel storage tank regulations 
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Designation Process  

9 

Application 

Workshop 

Resource 
Toolkit Self Review CMAP 

Director 
Approval 

Annual 
Review 

Technical 
Assist 

Review 
Confirm 



Categories of Program Criteria  

• The requirements for designation into each of the 

Florida Clean Marina Programs can be divided into 

three separate categories. 

 

• Environmental Management 

• Environmental Quality 

• Environmental Services 

 

10 



Environmental Management 

• Current compliance 

with all related regulations 

• Available onsite resource person 

• Waste management 

• Posted environmental policies 
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Environmental Quality 

• Clean with no signs of oil, sewage or litter 

• Encourage no discharge through the use of pumpout 

equipment 

• Discharge of raw sewage prohibited within the marina 

basin 
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Environmental Services 

• Clean Restrooms 

• Docks and Grounds Well Maintained  

• Trained Facility Personnel 

• Provide Boater Information 
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Available Resources 

• Panic Preventer File – Florida Sea Grant 

• Emergency preparedness 

• Hurricane planning 

• Boating accident 

• Tools for Self Review 

• Clean Marina Program Manual 

• Clean Boating Guide 

• Program and Facility Brochures 
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Designation and Recognition 

• Certificate with Director’s signature 

• Right to use logo 

• Flag to fly at facility 

• Clean Boater guides 

• Listing of marina/boatyard/retailer on our website 

• Extra publicity and marketing 
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Clean Vessel Act Program 
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Florida Statute 327.53 

• Established in 1994 as a result of the Federal Clean 

Water Act 

• Prohibited the discharge of raw sewage within 9 

nautical miles of the shore in the gulf and 3 nautical 

miles in the Atlantic 

• Allowed the establishment of No Discharge Zones 

• Destin Harbor 

• City of Key West waters 

• Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary 
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Florida Statute 327.53 
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Every vessel 26 feet or more in length which has 
an enclosed cabin, with berthing facilities, shall be 
equipped with a toilet – portable or permanent. 



Marine Sanitation Devices 

• Every permanently installed toilet shall be attached to 

the appropriate U.S. Coast Guard certified or labeled 

Marine Sanitation Device (MSD). 

• Marine Sanitation Device Definition:  

 Any equipment for installation on board a vessel, other 

than a toilet, which is designed to receive, retain, treat, 

or discharge sewage and any process to treat such 

sewage.  

• Type I 

• Type II 

• Type III  
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Clean Vessel Act Program 

The Florida Clean Vessel Act (CVA) Program provides 

grant funding to marina owners and operators for boater 

pumpout facilities. 

CVA grant funds can be obtained for the following 

pumpout related projects: 

• Purchase and installation of equipment 

• Maintenance and repair of equipment 

• Operations and education 

Grants will cover up to 75% reimbursement of costs for 

these projects. 
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Clean Vessel Act 

• Funded through grants made possible by the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service and the Florida Inland Navigation 
District. 

• US Fish and Wildlife provides the majority of funding 
for the CVA Program through their Sport Fish 
Restoration Program. 

• Represents direct return of excise taxes from fishing 
tackle and fuels back to the boaters.  
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Clean Vessel Act Stats 

• 450+ projects across the state 

• $16 million has been awarded over the life of the 

program 

• 13,000,000+ gallons of sewage diverted 

• 44 projects in 2011; 50% increase from 2010 
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Grantee Qualifications 

• Facility must be a registered business 

• Pumpout services must be open and available to the 

public – includes private clubs and basins 

• 25% of the *approved* project costs must be provided 

by the grantee. 75% will be reimbursed by the CVA 

grant. 

• Report pumpout activity for 5 years after the completion 

of the project. 

• Free pumpouts are encouraged. No more than $5 is 

allowed to be charged. 
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Qualified Projects & Expenses 

• Construction, Renovation and Installation 

• Equipment Purchase(new or replacement) 

• Portable unit 

• Stationary unit 

• Pumpout Vessel 

• Operations 

• Maintenance & Repair 

• Sewage Hauling 

• Pumpout Signage 

• Education & Outreach 

24 



Pumpout Examples 
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Application Process 

1. Complete the CVA Pumpout Grant Application       

 http://www.dep.state.fl.us/cleanmarina/CVA/  

2. Gather quotes for any equipment purchase or service 

over $2,500 

3. Register as a vendor through My Florida Market Place 

4. Gather necessary forms and permits 

5. Approve and execute grant agreement 

NO WORK CAN BE COMPLETED BEFORE AN 

AGREEMENT IS IN PLACE. COSTS INCURRED 

BEFORE AGREEMENT EXECUTION WILL NOT BE 

COVERED OR REMIBURSED. 

 
26 

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/cleanmarina/CVA/
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/cleanmarina/CVA/


Pitch In, Pump Out 
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Program Contacts 

Florida Clean Marina Program 

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/cleanmarina/ 

 

Florida Clean Vessel Program 

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/cleanmarina/CVA/  
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Office of Sustainable Initiatives 

Brenda Leonard 
Program Manager, Florida Clean Marina 

Brenda.Leonard@dep.state.fl.us  

May 16, 2012 
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