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  Figure 15.  Venice Inlet: Congestion Hot Spots.
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Figure 16.  Venice Inlet: Travel Corridors and Destination Hot Spots.
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     Figure 17.  Lemon Bay: Congestion Hot Spots.
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     Figure 18.  Lemon Bay: Travel Corridors and Destination Hot Spots.
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 Table 5 shows a breakdown of trip information according to prominent passes and bays 
utilized by Sarasota County boaters. Seventy three percent of the routes mapped by survey 
respondents traversed one of five prominent inlets in the study area. An evaluation of routes that 
were associated with inlets, as reported by survey respondents, indicates that Venice Inlet (32% of 
routes) and New Pass (30% of routes) experience the greatest relative volume of reported trips.  
These are followed by Big Sarasota Pass with 22% of routes. Stump Pass in Charlotte County and 
Longboat Pass in Manatee County (ranked fourth and fifth) are associated with 10% and 7% of 
trips originating from Sarasota County access facilities, respectively.  

 
Table 5. Breakdown of Sarasota County Boaters’ Trip Features Associated with Inlets and Bays. 

 
 

 

Pass # of routes 
through inlets 

% of routes 
through inlets 

% of total 
routes 

Relative 
Rank 

Longboat 93 7 5 5 
New Pass 399 30 22 2 
Big Sarasota Pass 290 22 16 3 
Venice Inlet 424 32 23 1 
Stump Pass 137 10 7 4 
     
Total routes through inlets 1,343 100 73  
Total routes 1,832    

Bay #  of destinations 
in bays 

% of destinations 
in bays 

% of total 
destinations 

Relative 
Rank 

Sarasota Bay 824 53 36 1 
Robert's Bay 130 8 6 5 
Little Sarasota Bay 233 15 10 2 
Blackburn Bay 55 4 2 6 
Venice Inlet 141 9 6 4 
Lemon Bay 180 12 8 3 
     
Total destinations in bays 1,563 100 68  
Total destinations 2,291    

Bay # of congested 
spots in bays 

% of congested 
spots in bays 

% of total 
congested spots 

Relative 
Rank 

Sarasota Bay 473 46 40 1 
Robert's Bay 120 12 10 3 
Little Sarasota Bay 113 11 9 4 
Blackburn Bay 61 6 5 6 
Venice Inlet 147 14 12 2 
Lemon Bay 105 10 9 5 
     
Total congested spots in bays 1,019 100 85  
Total congested spots 1,195    
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A ranking of destination and congested locales by bay is also highlighted in Table 5. 
Baywater destinations account for 68% of the total number of favorite destinations mapped by  
survey respondents. The results show that Sarasota Bay (53% of destinations) is by far the most 
popular destination area within Sarasota County, followed distantly by Little Sarasota Bay (15% 
of destinations) and Lemon Bay (12% of destinations). Venice Inlet and Robert’s Bay—ranked 
fourth and fifth, respectively—were associated with roughly 9 % of the destinations reported by 
Sarasota County boaters. Lastly, Blackburn Bay was connected with 4% of baywater destinations.  
 

A relative ranking of baywater areas according to perceived congestion (Table 5) shows 
that Sarasota Bay (40% of baywater congested locales) is overwhelmingly considered to be the 
most congested area. It should be noted that the majority of congested spots in Sarasota Bay 
which were reported by boaters are confined to specific locations (e.g., New Pass, Big Sarasota 
Pass, Centennial Park boat ramp), as identified in Figure 11. Venice Inlet (14% of congested 
areas) and Robert’s Bay (12% of congested areas) are ranked a distant second and third. 
Congestion in Robert’s Bay is shown to be primarily associated with the Intracoastal Waterway 
(Figure 11). The Venice Inlet locale, by contrast, is characterized by a number of boat accessible 
restaurants, marinas, and the confluence of the inlet with several interior bays and the Intracoastal 
Waterway. Little Sarasota Bay and Lemon Bay are ranked fourth and fifth, respectively, with 
approximately 10% of the congested locales, followed, lastly, by Blackburn Bay with 6%. 




